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AVON ACCOUNTANT SENTENCED FOR 

EMBEZZLEMENT AND TAX EVASION

PRESS RELEASE

INDIANAPOLIS - Thomas Shakespeare, 63, Avon, Ind., was sentenced yesterday to 42
months in prison by United States District Court Judge Sarah Evans Barker, after pleading guilty
to embezzling $583,270 from his employer and multiple counts of tax evasion.  This case was the
result of a joint investigation by the Indiana State Police, the Criminal Investigation Division of
the Internal Revenue Service, and the U.S. Secret Service.  

Between March, 2002 And November, 2008, Shakespeare, while working as controller 
for Advantage Marketing, Inc., a privately-owned local business, made fraudulent entries to the
business’s payroll systems over this six and a half year period.  These fraudulent entries caused
him to receive higher paychecks on 147 different occasions, totaling more 
than $583,000  

Shakespeare was also convicted of five counts of  income tax evasion for the tax years
2003 through 2007.  He failed to file income tax returns and failed to pay taxes on the embezzled
funds as well as his normal salary. 

According to Assistant U.S. Attorney Steven D. DeBrota, who prosecuted the case for the
United States, Judge Barker also ordered Shakespeare to serve two years of supervised release
following his imprisonment, and ordered him to pay $583,270 in restitution to the victim
business.  Also, Judge Barker ordered Shakespeare to forfeit his home, two cars, and over
$40,000 in his retirement account.  The amount of forfeited property is estimated to be worth
approximately $200,000.
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